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Burns Park Mission Statement:

All of our children will become confident,
secure, caring individuals of a diverse
community who are lifelong learners and
achieve personal success.

Check out the PTO websites:

http://www.burnsparkpto.org

and Penguin Talk :

http://www.burnsparkpto.org/confer/

Sun, Oct 26: Art Center:
Japanese Culture
Fri, Oct 31: Halloween Parade
Mon, Nov 3: Parent Conferences
Tues, Nov 4: No School: Election Day
Nov 7, 8, Huron Players: Return to
the Forbidden Planet
Tue, Nov | |: Sally Foster Orders Sent
Home
Thu, Nov 13: Parent Conferences
Nov 14,15: Huron Players: Return to
the Forbidden Planet
Tue, Nov 18: Clay Houses (Pierce)

Thur, Nov 20: PTO Meeting, 7 pm
Free childcare in gym

Fri, Nov 21: BP Press Articles Due
Tue, Nov 18: Clay Houses (Kreger)
Tue, Nov 25: Check Lost & Found
Wed - Fri: No School:

Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving

Lost and Found News

Please label outwear, jackets, snow pants, and lunch boxes with
your child's LAST name. If possible, we would like to return lost
items to their owners. Please check the lost and found boxes
near the library on a monthly basis. On last day of the month,
the clothes are taken to the PTO thrift shop.

Any questions? Call Liz Phillips at 929-2868 or Colleen Dowd
Kollman 994-0898.

Family to Family Giving

The Burns Park Community has made a commitment to helping
our children with their holiday celebration. We recognize that
with the economic climate now and the difficulties many of us
face, helping others during this season of giving is very important
and rewarding for everyone involved.

A holiday envelope will be arriving in your child's backpack the
first week of December. If you can, please enclose a cash
donation or check (made out to Burns Park PTO) and return it
in your child's backpack.

The donations will be collected and will be converted to a gift
card for each child who will be designated to receive one by the
school office according to their financial needs. Thanks in
advance for your participation!

*Further information is to come if you would like to help with
our traditional envelope decorating sessions!

Sara Figueroa, Family to Family Giving chair




From our Principal

Dear Families,

Our staff works hard to make sure students are
learning everyday and feel safe at school. We
appreciate all of your support with the learning
process (helping with homework, volunteering at
school and with the PTO, etc.) Our 3rd through 5th
grade students worked hard on their MEAP tests and
| know they all did their personal best.

Summer Learning Program

We enjoyed our Summer Learning Medal Awards
assembly. So many children, with support of their
families earned bronze, silver or gold medals for the
work they did this summer to reduce “brain drain”.
We thank you for encouraging them to read, write
and compute a little this summer. We thank the
many volunteers and teachers that helped work with
kids each week on the playground and apartment
complexes. We extend a very special thanks to
Helen Starman for organizing this great program for
our school.

Community Circles Begin

We began our Community Circles on October 22
with a slideshow presentation by Ms. Erdstein. Ms.
Erdstein visited a couple of the communities in
Honduras that benefit from Heifer International this
summer. During March is Reading Month last year
our students read books to earn money to send to
Heifer International who sponsor gifts of livestock to
families in underdeveloped countries. Thanks Ms.

Erdstein for the great slideshow and information. We
all enjoyed seeing our reading dollars do so much for
others.

Latino Family Night

A special thanks goes to Senora Alfonso, for
organizing a Pot Luck Dinner for all of our Latino
families. Our Latino families enjoyed meeting each
other, their children’s teachers, the PTO officers, and
the volunteers from PALMA and The Family Learning
Institute. We all had a wonderful evening of good
food and good company.

Learning Math Facts the EDM way

Every Day Math is an inquiry based mathematics
program. Inquiry based means that teachers
encourage students to explore avenues for solving
problems. The teachers act as coaches and
facilitators to ensure our student’s investigations are
on track. As a class, teachers and students discuss all
of the ways students found the answers including
ways that didn’t work and why. Through this
exploration and discussion students develop a deep
understanding of the mathematics they are studying.
This same approach is used to help students
understand the patterns found in addition,
subtraction and multiplication facts. Most students
catch on to these patterns quickly and make effective
use of them to help them memorize their facts.

Children who don’t easily see the connections
between numbers have difficulty memorizing basic

addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts. They
see a stack of flashcards and get overwhelmed,
thinking there are “hundreds” of isolated facts to
memorize. We know that it is much easier to
memorize these facts when students see these
relationships and use them as strategies for
remembering them. Teachers provide very deliberate
instruction and experiences to help students learn to
see these relationships and use them as strategies for
learning. I've listed them here so that you can help
your children think about these strategies as you help
them study their facts. If students use these strategies
it will raise their confidence that this task really IS
within their reach.

¢ Any time 0 is added to a number, the sum is that
number

¢ Any time | is added to a number, it is the next
counting number

¢ Any time 2 is added to a number, it is like “skip”
counting

¢ Combinations whose sums are 10 (0+10, [+9,
2+8, 3+7, 4+6, 545, 6+4, 7+3, 8+2, 9+1, 10+0)

¢ Doubles to 10 + 10: (2+2, 3+3, 4+4, 5+5, 6+6,
7+7, 8+8, 9+9), typically pretty easy for kids to
learn, but important because...

¢ If they know doubles, they can solve “doubles
plus or minus |,” for example 5+6, 7+8

¢ Making 10: to solve 9+7, think 10+6

¢ Using other facts they know to solve unknown

facts; for instance, if they know 7+8=15, then 6+8
must be 14.
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... more from our Principal

¢ Any time 0 is subtracted from a number, the
answer is that number

¢ Any time you subtract a number from itself (8-8)
the answer is 0

¢ Any time | is subtracted from a number, it is the
number before it

¢ Doubles help for subtraction like they help with
addition.

¢ Think addition: It is often helpful to “think
addition” for example, for 12-9, think 9+? = |2
(nine plus what makes twelve?)

One way to help your child at home is by working on
memorizing the facts that follow one of these
patterns, helping them master facts related to one
strategy before moving onto the next pattern. Start
with the easier patterns and ask them to explain the
strategy they are using to remember the fact. We
want to move students away from counting on their
fingers, which is not a strategy that promotes the
development of mathematical thinking.

There are more of these strategies that help students
remember their multiplication facts. Please don’t
hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for these
strategies.

We are piloting a computer program that helps
students memorize their multiplication facts as it
visually highlights these strategies and relationships.
The program is called Timez Attack. Twenty-five of
our 4th and 5th graders will participate in the pilot. If
it proves to be a helpful tool we will consider
purchasing a school-wide license.

Here are some Interactive Websites. | hope you enjoy
working with and talking to your child about these
math activities as they work on these websites. Other
good educational web sites can be found on the Ann
Arbor district website under Especially for Parents.

Are you a Math Magician — Addition or Subtraction

http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/
mathmagician/mathsadd.html

http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-web/games/
mathmagician/mathsub.html

Timez Attack — multiplication

http://www.timezattack.com

Report Letters

Parent/Teacher conferences take place this month.
Evening conferences are scheduled for Monday the
3rd and Thursday the 13th. Your child will bring home
their report letters either the day before your Parent/
Teacher conference or on Tuesday, November 25
(just before our Thanksgiving break). This report is a
“snapshot” in time and indicates the progress your
child has made since the beginning of the school year.
You can expect report letters to come home again
Monday, March 16 and on the last day of school.

Please take time to review your child’s report letter
with them. Point out what you are proud of and make
sure your child understands what areas he/she needs
to pay particular attention to. Setting realistic goals
with your child now will help them be successful
throughout the year. Thanks for partnering with us to

make sure our students come to school ready to
learn, respecting adults and one another, and always
doing their personal best!

Nov. 4: Election Day

There will be no school for students on Nov. 4.
Teachers will spend the day examining our student
data and developing school improvement goals for the
2009-10 school year.

Speaking of the Weather

Be sure your child dresses appropriately for the
weather conditions. Layers of clothing work well. This
fall we have had many very chilly mornings, but the
weather warms during the day. When kids dress in
layers they can easily shed their sweaters and be more
comfortable all day long. If your child is missing a
sweater or jacket please check the lost and found.

Kathy

Ann Arbor Public Schools Non-Discrimination Policy: No
person shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be subjected to discrimination in any educational program or
activity available in any school on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, creed, political belief, age, national origin, linguistic and
language differences, sexual orientation, socio-economic status,
height, weight, marital status, or disability. The Ann Arbor Public
School District will provide reasonable aids and accommodations to
individuals who desire information regarding the education of District
students.
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From our PTO Presidents

Thanks to all who attended our October PTO meeting. We had a
very informative presentation from Burns Park parent Daniel
Stephens (son Dylan is in 5th grade) about how we can be more
“green”, making our homes and school safer for our children. We
also voted to approve a Golden Apple Grant request from Ms.
Page for a ragtime music historian to come teach and play songs
for the 3rd and 4th graders. Finally, we heard an update about
The Village Fund Initiative of the Ann Arbor Public Schools
Education Fund, which is working to overcome social exclusion in
elementary school classrooms in the Ann Arbor Public Schools.
Village Funds will be used to purchase picture packages,
yearbooks, cover field trip fees, book sales, and more.

Our Sally Foster gift wrap fundraiser has ended! Thanks so much
to all of the families who participated by selling and buying gift
wrap. The Burns Park Bucks fundraiser kicked off in October —
you will have an opportunity to place an order each month! You
can see what we have to offer anytime by visiting our website
www.burnsparkpto.org/scrip/. Remember that gift cards make
GREAT presents for teachers, friends and family and help your
school at the same time.

With the Thanksgiving holiday just a few weeks away, we can all
certainly be thankful to have all of the wonderful teachers, staff
and families who support and share in our Burns Park School
community! Thanks for all you do!

If you have any questions please feel free to contact either of us.
Elizabeth DeRose, President

677-0882 or ederose@comcast.net
Lynda Norton, President-elect

761-1478 or linorton@okno.com

Karen Thomas Memorial Fund:

Karen’s belief that literacy is the key to a successful and fulfilling life led me to establish the
Karen Thomas Memorial Fund. | wanted to create a legacy that would honor her passion for
reading, and her desire to promote literacy, especially among economically disadvantaged
children. The Fund will promote literacy at the elementary school level, and will target at-risk
children, in the Ann Arbor Public Schools, who need additional resources and encouragement
to help them develop a lifelong love of reading. The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational
Foundation will administer the Fund.

From now through the end of December 2008, your contribution to the Karen Thomas
Memorial Fund will be matched dollar for dollar by another benefactor. Every dollar you
donate will result in a benefit of two dollars to the Fund. As we enter the final months of
2008, | know you will receive solicitations from many worthy charities, and you will have to
make hard choices regarding which to support. | hope that the availability of matching dollars
will convince you to contribute to the Karen Thomas Memorial Fund, with the knowledge that
your donation will be multiplied in value, and has the potential for a lasting impact upon a
child’s life.

To make a donation please visit the Educational Foundation’s website www.aapsef.org (under
donate choose the Karen Thomas Memorial Fund) or send a check to Ann Arbor Public
Schools Educational Foundation, 2555 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, 48104; please write “Karen
Thomas Memorial Fund” in the memo line of the check.

Andy Thomas (father of 5th grader Jonathon)

Sally Foster Fundraiser

Thanks to all families who supported the Sally Foster Gift Wrap fundraiser! We appreciate all
of your orders that help fund Golden Apple Grants and field trips. Orders will come home
with your children on November | I. For those of you with large orders, we will contact you
to make pick-up arrangements. Once you receive your order, if you have any questions or
concerns please don't hesitate to contact us. Thanks again for your support--we couldn't do
this without you!

Anne Steinhauer and Jennifer Osterwisch

734-476-6499  734-995-9222
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Thank you for Helping Us Save
Paper

The September Burns Park Press was
distributed to all e-mail addresses on the school
distribution list; ONLY 22 people at this point
have opted to have the Press in hard copy form.

We appreciate your interest in helping us to
save paper! We also want to ensure that you
read our paper — if you do want a hard copy,
please give this to the office:

Return this form ONLY if you want to receive
paper copies of the Burns Park Press.

| would like to receive a paper copy of the
Burns Park Press.

Parent's/Guardian's name:

Child's name you would like the BP Press sent
home with:

Child's teacher:

Please return to Burns Park School Office or e-
mail Kathy Sample @ kesample@umich.edu

Music Notes

Welcome back to another year of music at school! We are
thoroughly into the thick of learning, having studied:

¢ high & low/up & down in many ways with |st grade,

¢ pentatonic improvisation and sight-singing with 2nd,

¢ creating two Orff-instrument accompaniment ensembles to
two songs the 3rd grade students sight-sang, and

¢ learning meter and conducting patterns with 4th.

¢ 5th graders studied ostinato and created two ostinato
compositions.

It's been fun!

| want to announce to 3rd grade parents and the 4th grade
parents in Mrs. Spiegel's and Ms. Dworkin's classes that those
classes will have a concert on the evening of Thursday, January
22nd, time TBA. Please mark your calendars! Thank you.

Happy fall to you all!
Ms. Page

Box Tops for Education

We will continue collecting Box
Tops for Education this year. This
program augments our Library Media

Center budget. If you already use
these items, you can help. Clip and save Box Tops logos from
participating products. Then, turn in your Box Tops logos to the
designated orange box in the Library media Center. | will mail
them to General Mills. They, in turn, will issue a check to our
school. Last year, we earned over $300! Let’s keep it up. Each
Box Top is worth ten cents and we can earn up to $20,000 this
year! Thank you!

- Rachel Erdstein

Overheard InThe
Classroom!

Ist Grade teacher: As the teacher is
working on spelling patterns with her class
she asks, "Class, can anyone tell me how
we spell the word we?" Student: Wii

Teacher: Boys and girls, this book was
written and illustrated in 1983. Student:
They had color back then?

Student to Friend: Do you think we will
still be friends when | am a professional
hockey player and you are a professional
baseball player? Friend: Yeah, | think so!

From the music classroom: a 2nd
grade class seated in a circle, each student
with an instrument in hand. Wishing to
review the names of the instruments, the
students respond to Ms. Page's prompts:

T: And these instruments are: S: "hand
drums"

T: And this group is: S: "triangles"

T: And this group is: S: "the tangerines”,

said the loudest voice!

The Thursday Spanish class in music
room:

S: (excitedly) "I know the song, "Uno, dos,
tres amoebas!"

Startled Spanish teacher does a double-
take and then says: "You mean "Uno, dos,
tres amigos?"
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It’s good to be back and to start on another exciting
year in the art classroom. We quickly created art
portfolios for our artwork and made artwork to
display on the front of them: self-portraits for |st
grade, torn paper collage animals for second, crayon
batik designs for 3rd, and symmetrical cut-outs for
4th.

5th graders designed Matisse cut-out designs for
their portfolio covers. They are now studying “Dia de
los Muertos” (Day of the Dead), a Mexican holiday
celebrating ancestors and loved ones who have died.
Expect to see dancing skeletons (Calaveras), papel
picado (cut-out paper designs for decorations) and
retablas (minature boxes with scenes of Calaveras).

News Flash

I also would like to make an all-call for 5th
grade parent help during clay house making
time. For families new to Burns Park, 5th graders
traditionally do large-scale slab buildings to make a
piece of architecture in clay. Students come as early
as 8:20 am and work until they’re done-usually about
I1:00. A project of this scale could not happen
without parent volunteers. No experience necessary.
This time is tentatively scheduled for these Tuesday
mornings (8:30-11:00 or any part of that time): Nov.
I8 (Pryce), Nov. 25 (Kreger) and Dec. 4 (Cramer).

The 4th graders created cut paper symmetrical
designs inspired by their geometry math unit this year.
We’re now studying Impressionism and have had a
“plein air” session outdoors sketching landscapes
around Burns Park. Paintings are forthcoming.

Art Room News

3rd graders are creating puppets from papier
mache and sawdust. They are now working on the
costumes and personalities of these creations. Coiled
pots made from clay should be coming home soon.

2nd graders have been painting landscapes and
working with clay making frames. Ask your 2nd grader
how many shades of green they mixed in art class.

Ist graders have completed their Kandinsky
paintings that they created to music. They will dazzle
the hallways with color over the next few weeks.
Magic doors will be coming home soon and now: on
to Vincent Van Gogh! Their interpretations of “Starry
Night” and “Sunflowers” will soon adorn the walls.

Finally, Kindergarteners have been introduced to

the Line Family (so important in drawing and making
letters) and are finishing up their bear collages. We

will move to color mixing and clay pumpkins will be

home by Halloween.

Please Save

Please save the following items for the art room. Your
trash is our treasure!

¢ fabric remnants

¢ ribbon

¢ buttons, beads

¢ yogurt containers-all sizes and with lids (cleaned
please!)

¢ gift wrap samples in Sally Foster order form

¢ yarn

Art Angels

What are they? Art Angels are helpers to the art
teacher in many ways. Help can range from putting up
and taking down artwork in the hallways, helping in
the art classroom when an extra pair of adult hands
would come in handy for struggling young artists, or
actually leading an art enrichment activity for your
child’s classroom or grade level.

No experience or expertise in art in necessary for
being an art angel-just a willingness to come in and
help where and when it’s needed.

Come and talk to me if you have any questions, email
me at higginsk@aaps.k|2.mi.us, or call and leave a
message for me in the office.

Kate Higgins
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Huron Players Presents:

Return to the Forbidden Planet

Return to the Forbidden Planet is a Jukebox musical filled with classic
rock hits from the 50s and 60s, based roughly off of Shakespeare's
The Tempest and the 1950 sci fi film Forbidden Planet.

Its story follows the heroic efforts of Captain Tempest and his crew
aboard the Intergalactic Starship Albatross. Flying through space and
avoiding asteroids, his ship crash lands on the planet D'lllyria, already
inhabited by the mad scientist Doctor Prospero, his beautiful
daughter Gloria, and a robot named Ariel.

This blast of a musical is kid-friendly, and the first performance in
Huron's New Theater. Burns Park alumni Teddy Perry is the head of
set construction crew, which built the Spaceship set.

The performance dates are November 7, 8, 14 and 15, at 7:30 p.m.
at Huron's New Theater. Tickets go on sale thirty minutes prior to
performance; $12 for the general public, and $10 for students and
seniors. Ticket reservations are also available online at http://
www.a2huron.org/huron.huron_players/home.

A
%’ﬂgilbert

Burns Park real estate
expert and parent.

734 657 7121

AGilbert@Surovell.com

Neighborhood sales
information at:

Associate Broker

Edward Surovell Realtors
1898 West Stadium Blvd.
Ann Arbor, M| 48103

www.AnneGilbert.com

The Ann Arbor Art Center Presents

An afternoon of free, fun family-friendly programming
celebrating Japanese Culture.
What: The Art Center has partnered with volunteers from the Center for Japanese

Studies at the University of Michigan to offer an afternoon of family friendly programming
that celebrates Japanese culture.

When: Sunday, October 26, 1:00 — 5:00 pm
Where Ann Arbor Art Center, |17 W. Liberty
Schedule of Events:

| — 1:30 pm Japanese Singing Circle: Learn Japanese children’s songs taught by Stacey
Pratt from the Center for Japanese Studies.

[:30 - 2.30 pm  Origami Workshop: Make Samurai helmets, cranes and more. Taught by
Naomi Fujimoto from the Center for Japanese Studies. Recommended for ages 8+.

2:30 —4pm Japanese Arts and Crafts for Children!: In Japan they even have a special
Children’s Day which is celebrated with arts and crafts and games. Join the Art Center’s
instructors in making a Japanese doll bookmark, a Gyotaku fish print and a koi fish
windsock!

3:30 — 4:30 pm — Story Time — Sadako and the Paper Crane: Learn the true story of
Sadako Sasaki, the brave heroine of Hiroshima and her lasting legacy as a child of peace.
The story of Sadako & The Paper Cranes will be read by Heather Littlefield from the
Center for Japanese Studies. Recommended for children ages 6-10 years old.

Throughout the day, sample Japanese candy, make candy “sushi” and try your skill at the
Japanese board game of Go.

All programs are free thanks to a generous contribution from Masco.

Drop in for one program or make a day of it. For more information, visit
www.annarborartcenter.org or call 994-8004 x| 14.
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Thanks a Million!

¢ Andy Thomas, Helen Starman, Kristen Freshley,

David Lowenschuss, Suzanne Ross, Steve Norton, Pei
Huang, Sara Meingast, Matt Toschlog, Greta Krapohl,
Janice Lieberman, Shelley Webber, Bob Brustman,
Rachel Erdstein, Sucheta Joshi, Dave Korman, Dawn
Korman, Heather Robinson and many others who helped
to make the Used Book Sale run so smoothly and successfully!
And for Andy’s very generous donation to the PTO.

Gail Blaauw, Stephanie DeGroote, Jodi Fichera, Amy
Napolitan Katrina Sykes and Jane Wood for helping our
students look their best on Picture Day.

Thanks to Helen Starman for all of her work on the
Summer Learning Program. Collecting all of the workbooks,
checking through them and organizing the Awards
Assemblies...thanks for helping to motivate our students to
keep learning over the summer!

Lisa Markman, Eva Rosenwald, and Ms. Bell, one of our

noon hour supervisors, for painting faces for the Halloween
Parade.

All of the room parents who helped with Halloween parties.
Ludia Kim for her generous donation of funds earned from
football parking to the PTO.

Jennifer Osterwisch and Anne Steinhauer for all of their
hard work in organizing our Sally Foster Gift Wrap fundraiser!

Ms. Alfonso, Ms. Crankshaw and Helen Starman for
helping to organize and decorate for our first ever Burns Park
Latino night...and ‘muchas gracias’ to all of the families who
came to share in the special evening.

Elizabeth DeRose, PTO President

and Lynda Norton, President-elect

Burns Park Press Submissions

This newsletter is published monthly by the Burns
Park PTO. Contributions from teachers, staff, parents,
and students are welcomed. Articles can be sent via
email (preferred) or placed in the BP Press box in the
office. Articles for the December 2008 issue are due
no later than Friday, November 21. Late
submissions may not be included. Any questions,
comments or suggestions about the Press are
welcome!

Anne Gilbert, 657-7121 or AGilbert@Surovell.com

Burns Park Press Advertising

Display Ads: We welcome ads for companies and
services of interest to our Burns Park community. 1/8
page ads are $35/ issue or 3 months for $100. /4
pages ads are $70/issue or 3 months for $200.

Classifieds: Classifieds are to be used by the families
of the Burns Park area to sell/buy personal items and/
or services. Classifieds rates are $.20/word.

Electronic Submission, please! Submit your ad to
Anne Gilbert, BP Press Editor, agilbert@surovell.com.

Payment: Please place your check (made out to
Burns Park PTO) in an envelope labeled "BP Press
Ads, attn: Treasurer" in the PTO box in the school
office. (They may also be mailed to the school at 1414
Wells, Ann Arbor, Ml 48104.) Both the electronic ad
copy and payment must be received by the published
deadline for the issue in which the ad is placed.

Questions? Contact Anne at 657-7121 or
AGilbert@Surovell.com.

|

| PTO Executive Board

| Principal:

I Kathy Morhous 994-1919
| morhous@aaps.k|2.mi.us

I President
I Elizabeth DeRose 677-0882
ederose@comcast.net

President-Elect

Lynda Norton 761-1478
I llnorton@okno.com
I Treasurer

David Lowenschuss 623-9877
| dlowenschuss@gmail.com
I Secretary
I Raleigh Sadlier 327-0534
| sadlierfam@yahoo.com

|
| Volunteer Coordinators

| Janice Lieberman 761-7431
| liebermanjanice@yahoo.com
| Helen Starman 994-8553
| hstarman@comcast.net
|
| Burns Park Press
I Editor
I Anne Gilbert 657-7121
| AGilbert@Surovell.com
Production
Kathy Sample 846-4080

kesample@earthlink.net
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